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Total Marks
Marks scored

Test Items

Guided Composition 5

Reading Comprehension

Grammar

Vocabulary

(Orthography (spelling
Total Written Test Marks

Listening Comprehension Exam

Continuous Oral Evaluation

Total

Secondary Stage aasld Al 2

Total Marks

Test [tems Marks scored

Guided Composition 7

Free Composition 5

Reading Comprehension 10

Grammar 8

Vocabulary 8
Total Written Test Marks 38

Listening Comprehension Exam 6

Continuous Oral Evaluation 6

Total 50
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Aagilit g Ao g (pilom ot A 3o ) ASM 538 sl yAT) il Aalgh 5Liimt Silom yd piis3
Distribution of the English Language End Term Test Marks

for Intermediate and Secondary Stages

Secondary Stage sttt ats

Stages Aag) A 1
Intermediate Stage laditplai Sl s
Semester System Credit System
S 15t nd Es 1% 2m g | Level | Level | Level
Grade | Grade | Grage | Grade | Grade | OT2de | 1 &2 | 3&4|5&6
Guided Composition 5 5 5 7 7 7 7 7 7
Free Composition 0 0 0 5 5 5 5 5 5
Listening Comprehension 4 4 4 6 6 6 6 6 6
Reading Comprehension 5 5 5 10 10 10 10 10 10
Grammar 5 5 5 8 8 8 8 8 8
Vocabulary 5 5 5 8 8 8 8 8 8
Orthography (Spelling) 2 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0
Total Written Test Marks 26 26 26 44 44 44 44 44 44
Continuous Oral Evaluation 4 4 4 6 6 6 6 6 6
TOTAL 30 30 30 50 50 50 50 50 50
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Guidelines for Testing Writing Composition

Objective -Understanding, applying and analyzing
-Students have to write a clear guided paragraph.
Type Personal, descriptive, informative
Topics Teachers have to select a writing exercise related to the contents from

the same level and semester.

Suggested types |-Look at the pictures, write what happens next
of questions -Use the following word bank or phrases to write about
-Describe the following graph, table or diagram

-Write a story about the pictures

Number of words | The number of words for the guided Composition should not be less than:
-Intermediate grade 1: 40 words
-Intermediate grade 2: 50 words

-Intermediate grade 3: 60 words

Grading ltem Inte:g:ztljiate
Organization of ideas (main idea, supporting details) 2
Accuracy and range of vocabulary and grammar 1
Mechanisms (punctuation, capitalization, spacing ) 1
Spelling 1
Total marks 5

General guidelines |- Clear hand writing is required.

- Students are provided with not more than (10) guiding words .

General Guidelines for English Language Exams - 2017 - Saudi Arabia



Guidelines for Testing Listening Comprehension

Objective

Understanding, applying and analyzing

Listening exam
material

-Teachers have to select a listening exercise related to the contents
from the same level and semester.

- The selected audio material should be authentic and clear.
- The duration of the audio material should be between 2-3 minutes.
- The listening material is played maximum of 4 times.

-The material (tape script) mustn’t be read by the teacher.

Question criteria

-Verbally give the students the context of the tape script to provide them
with a clear idea about the material they are going to listen to.

-Ask about the most important information

-Arrange questions according to the sequence of the events in the
listening task

Suggested types
of questions

The questions should be varied objective questions such as:
-Multiple choice (minimum of 3 alternatives)

-True/false

-Sentence completion

-Ordering

-Teachers must use at least three types of questions from the suggest-
ed items.

Number of items

8 items (8 x 0.5)

When

- Complete the listening exam in the week before the final exams.

- The actual exam time should not exceed (25) minutes.

Total marks

4 marks

abels ajeipawdu]
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Guidelines for Testing Reading Comprehension

Objective Understanding, applying and analyzing

Type Objective

-Students read an unseen paragraph/passage related to the vocabu-
lary (or content) that they have been taught and answer questions
about it.

Possible topics | Teachers have to select a reading passage related to the con-
tents from the same level and semester.

13

Suggested types | -Direct and indirect questions

of questions -Yes/No questions

-True/false statements

-Multiple choice (of three alternatives)
-Short-answer questions

-Fill in the blank (missing word)
-Sentence completion

-Give the main idea

-Give the title

-Vocabulary Questions (Give the meaning /synonyms / antonyms of
the following words.) The answers must be in the passage.

Number of items | 10 items (10 x 0.5)

General guidelines | -Short answers are encouraged and accepted.

-Teachers must use at least three types of questions from the sug-
gested items.

-Answers for direct questions that are more than one sentence are
considered incorrect.

Total marks 5 marks
N ”
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Guidelines for Testing Grammar

Objective Remembering, understanding, applying and analyzing
Type Objective
Topics All units from the textbook

Suggested types | -Multiple choice (at minimum of three alternatives)
of questions -Match (a type of question requires test takers to link between
words/phrases in two columns; the items in one column must be
more than the other)

-Choose the correct word (minimum three alternatives)

-Arrange or rearrange words/phrases to form a complete sentence
-Correct the verb form in the sentence(s)

-Make a question to match the sentence

-Changing a positive sentence to a negative sentence

-Adding a suffix (examples: ed, ing, s or er) to correct a sentence
-Using definite and indefinite articles (a,an,the)

-Complete the sentence using the correct verb tense(s)

-Correct the grammar error(s) in a sentence

Number of items | 10 items (10 x 0.5)

General guidelines | -Teachers must use at least three types of questions from the

suggested items

Scoring -Full mark for the grammatically correct answer

-No mark for an incomplete or grammatically incorrect answer

Total marks 5 marks

abels ajeipawdu]
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Guidelines for Testing Vocabulary

Objective Remembering , understanding , applying and analyzing
Type Objective
Topics All units from the textbook

Suggested types | -Match the words in column (A) with the definition/synonym/antonym
15 of questions in column (B)

-Match the words with the pictures

-Write the words under the pictures

-Multiple choice (minimum of three alternatives)
-Choose the correct word

-Fill in the blank (missing word)

-Mark the odd word/choose the word that does not belong to the same
group

-Define / match the word with the definition
-Classify / put words into the appropriate group
-Match the words that go together

-Choose the item which is the nearest in meaning to the word in italics
Items 10 items (10 x 0.5)

General guidelines | -Teachers must use at least three types of questions from the sug-
gested items.

-When matching (words/pictures) using two columns one column must
have more items (words/pictures) than the other.

-Do not use multiple choice items when other question types are more
appropriate.

-Translation questions from Arabic to English or vice versa are not
permissible.

Total marks 5 marks
| )
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Guidelines for Testing Orthography (Spelling)

Objective

Remembering, understanding, analyzing, evaluating

Type

Objective/subjective

Topics

All units from the textbook

Suggested types
of questions

-Complete the missing letters
-Complete the spelling of the words under the picture

-Match column(A) with (B): The words are divided into two halves
example: pi + lot)

-Underline the silent letter in each word

-Choose the correct vowel or consonant

-Write the correct word under each picture
-Choose the word which contains a silent letter
-Choose the correctly spelled word

-Rewrite the sentence with the correct spelling
-Choose the (group, word) that has a silent (letter)
-Rearrange the letters to form the correct word

-Describe the picture (in a sentence) using correct spelling

Number of items

4 items (4 x 0.5)

General guidelines

-Teachers must use at least three types of questions from the sug-
gested items.

-Multiple choice must have a minimum of four alternatives.

-When matching (words/pictures) using two columns one column
must have more items (words/pictures) than the other .

Total marks

2 marks

abels ajeipawdu]



Guidelines for Continuous Oral Evaluation

Objective To measure students' ability to communicate orally and fluently in the
target language throughout the semester.

General guidelines | - Teachers use multiple evaluation methods such as role- play,
conversations or presentations

17 -Teachers must keep records of the assessment and student results

and progress

- Students to be evaluated orally 3 times during the semester based
on the units of the book. The average score of the 3 is registered

4 marks

Total Marks

Skill

Writing (Guided composition )

Listening

Reading

Grammar

Vocabulary

Orthography (Spelling)

Total

Continuous Oral Evaluation (Speaking)

Total

General Guidelines for English Language Exams - 2017 - Saudi Arabia
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Guidelines for Testing Writing Composition

Objective -Understanding, applying, analyzing, evaluating and creating
-Students to write a clear (guided/free) paragraphs, essay

Type Descriptive, informative, argumentative

Topics Teachers have to select a writing exercise related to the contents from

the same level and semester.

Suggested types | -Do you believe this statement “........................ ”? Why or why not?
of questions SWrite o
-Describe what you see in the picture (s)
-Provide advice on something
-Provide information on something
-Use the following word bank or phrases to write about
-Describe the following graph, table or diagram
-Write a letter (complaint, job application) to a friend
-Write an email about
Number of words | e The number of words for guided composition should not be less than:
-Levels 1 and 2 semester/credit system: 70 words
-Levels 3 and 4 semester/credit system: 80 word
-Levels 5 and 6 semester/credit system: 90 words
e The number of words for free composition should not be less than:
-Levels 1 and 2 semester/credit system: 50 words
-Levels 3 and 4 semester/credit system: 60 word
-Levels 5 and 6 semester/credit system: 70 words
Grading Secondary level
ltem
Guided | Free
Organization of ideas (main idea, supporting details) 2 2
Accuracy and range of vocabulary and grammar 2 1
Mechanism (punctuation, capitalization, spacing ) 1 1
Spelling 2 1
Total marks 7 5
General - Clear handwriting is required
guidelines - For the guided composition, students are provided with one topic

and not more than (10) guiding words.
- For the free composition, students are provided with two topics but
no guiding words, then they choose one topic to write on.




Guidelines for Testing Listening Comprehension

Objective

Understanding, applying and analyzing

Listening test
material

-Teachers have to select a listening exercise related to the
contents from the same level and semester

- The selected audio material should be authentic and clear.

- The duration of the audio material should be between 2-3
minutes

- The listening material is played maximum of 4 times

-The material (tape script) mustn’t be read by the teacher

Question criteria

-Verbally give the students the context of the tape script to provide
them with a clear idea about the material they are going to listen to

-Ask about the most important information

-Arrange questions according to the sequence of the events in
the listening task

Suggested types
of questions

-The questions should be varied objective questions such as :
-Multiple choice (minimum of 4 alternatives)

-True/false

-Sentence completion

-Ordering

-Short answer

-Teachers must use at least three types of questions from the sug-
gested items.

Number of items

12 items (12 x 0.5)

When

- Complete the listening exam in the week before the final exams

- The actual exam time should not exceed (25) minutes

Total Marks

6 marks

abe)g Alepuodas
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Guidelines for Testing Reading Comprehension

Objective

Understanding, applying, analyzing and evaluating

Type

Objective

-Students read an unseen paragraph/passage related to the vocabu-
lary (or content) that they have been taught and answer questions
about it

Possible topics

Teachers have to select a reading passage related to the contents
from the same level and semester.

Suggested types
of questions

-Direct and indirect questions

-Yes/no questions

-True/false statements

-Multiple choice (minimum of four alternatives)
-Short-answer questions

-Fill in the blank (missing word)

-Sentence completion

-Give the main idea

-Give the title

-Pronoun references

-Compare and contrast

-Vocabulary Questions (Give the meaning /synonyms / antonyms ofthe
following words.) The answers must be in the passage.

Number of items

10 items (10 x 1)

General

guidelines

-Short answers are encouraged and accepted.

-Teachers must use at least three types of questions from the sug-
gested items.

-Answers for direct questions that are more than one sentence are
considered incorrect.

Total marks

10 marks




Guidelines for Testing Grammar

Objective Remembering, understanding, applying and analyzing
Type Objective

Topics All units from the textbook

Suggested types | -Multiple choice (at minimum of four alternatives)

of questions

-Match (a type of question requires test takers to link between
words/phrases in two columns; the items in one column must be
more than the other)

-Choose the correct word (minimum of four alternatives)

-Arrange or rearrange words/phrases to form a complete sentence
-Correct the verb form in the sentence(s)

-Make a question to match the sentence

-Changing a positive sentence to a negative sentence

abels Atepuoosasg

-Adding a suffix (examples: ed, ing, s or er) to correct a sentence
-Using definite and indefinite articles (a,an,the)

-Complete the sentence using the correct verb tense(s)

-Correct the grammar error(s) in a sentence

-Change the form of a sentence. Examples: active to passive; direct
to indirect; changing sentences tenses, etc....

-Join sentences and/or clauses

-Irregular verb tenses

Number of items

-16 items (16 x 0.5)

General

guidelines

-Teachers choose at least three items from any suggested items.

-No less than four alternatives for multiple choice questions
-Full mark for the appropriate complete grammatical answer

-No mark for an incomplete or grammatically incorrect answer

Total marks

8 marks
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Guidelines for Testing Vocabulary

Objective Remembering, understanding, applying, and analyzing

Type Objective

Topics All units from the textbook

Suggested types | -Match the words in column (A) with the definition / synonym / ant-
of questions onym in column (B)

-Multiple choice (minimum of four alternatives)

-Choose the correct word

-Fill in the blank (missing word or phrase)

-Mark the odd word/choose the word that does not belong to the same
group

-Use the following words in meaningful sentences

-Define the following words

-Match the words with the definition

-Classify / put words into the appropriate group

-Match the words that go together

-Choose the item which is the nearest in meaning to the word in italics

Number of items

16 items (16 x 0.5)

General

guidelines

-Teachers must use at least three types of questions from the
suggested items.

-When matching (words/phrases) using two columns one column
must have more items (words/phrases) than the other.

-Do not use multiple choice items when other question types are
more appropriate.

-Translation questions from Arabic to English or vice versa are not
permissible.

Total marks

8 marks




Guidelines for Continuous Oral Evaluation

Objective To measure students' ability to communicate orally and fluently in the
target language throughout the semester.

General -Teachers use multiple evaluation methods such as role- play,
s fiee conversations or presentations.
-Teachers must keep the records of the assessment and student
results and progress.
- Students have to be evaluated orally 3 times during the semester based
on the units of the book. The average score of the 3 is registered.
Marks 6 marks

Total Marks

Skill Marks

Writing ( Guided and Free composition ) 12
Listening 6

Reading 10

Grammar 8

Vocabulary 8

Continuous Oral Evaluation (Speaking) 6

Total 50









