Writing a Paper: Comparing & Contrasting

Overview

A compare and contrast paper discusses the similarities and differences between two or
more topics. The paper should contain an introduction with a thesis statement, a body where
the comparisons and contrasts are discussed, and a conclusion.

Address Both Similarities and Differences

Because this is a compare and contrast paper, both the similarities and differences should
be discussed. This will require analysis on your part, as some topics will appear to be quite
similar, and you will have to work to find the differing elements.

Make Sure You Have a Clear Thesis Statement

Just like any other essay, a compare and contrast essay needs a thesis statement. The
thesis statement should not only tell your reader what you will do, but it should also address
the purpose and importance of comparing and contrasting the material.

Use Clear Transitions

Transitions are important in compare and contrast essays, where you will be moving
frequently between different topics or perspectives.

o Examples of transitions and phrases for comparisons: as well, similar to, consistent
with, likewise, too

o Examples of transitions and phrases for contrasts: on the other hand, however,
although, differs, conversely, rather than.

For more information, check out our transitions page.

Structure Your Paper

Consider how you will present the information. You could present all of the similarities first
and then present all of the differences. Or you could go point by point and show the
similarity and difference of one point, then the similarity and difference for another point, and
SO on.



Include Analysis

It is tempting to just provide summary for this type of paper, but analysis will show the
importance of the comparisons and contrasts. For instance, if you are comparing two articles
on the topic of the nursing shortage, help us understand what this will achieve. Did you find
consensus between the articles that will support a certain action step for people in the field?
Did you find discrepancies between the two that point to the need for further investigation?

Make Analogous Comparisons

When drawing comparisons or making contrasts, be sure you are dealing with similar
aspects of each item. To use an old cliché, are you comparing apples to apples?

+ Example of poor comparisons: Kubista studied the effects of a later start time on high
school students, but Cook used a mixed methods approach. (This example does not
compare similar items. It is not a clear contrast because the sentence does not discuss
the same element of the articles. It is like comparing apples to oranges.)

+ Example of analogous comparisons: Cook used a mixed methods approach, whereas
Kubista used only quantitative methods. (Here, methods are clearly being compared,
allowing the reader to understand the distinction.
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